
current and potential dental health uses of silver 
diamine fluoride

Table of Contents
summary

Mechanism of Action

Role of Silver Ions (Agz)

Role of Fluoride Ions (F{)

Combined Synergistic Effects

Current Applications

Mechanisms of Action

Clinical Use and Guidelines

Limitations and Considerations

Future Potential

Potential Future Uses

Emerging Applications in Pediatric Dentistry

Cost-Effectiveness and Accessibility

Broader Preventive Strategies

Considerations for Further Research

Safety and Efficacy

Clinical Recommendations and Guidelines

Application Protocol

Adverse Reactions and Safety Profile

Public Health Initiatives

Integration into Community Programs

Addressing Oral Health Disparities

Recommendations from Public Health Authorities

Future Directions

Check https://storm.genie.stanford.edu/article/1404468 for more details

Stanford University Open Virtual Assistant Lab

The generated report can make mistakes.
Please consider checking important information.

The generated content does not represent the developer's viewpoint.

https://storm.genie.stanford.edu/article/1404468


summary
Silver diamine fluoride (SDF) is a topical agent used in dentistry primarily for the 
management and prevention of dental caries. Notable for its dual-action mechanism, 
SDF combines the antibacterial properties of silver ions with the remineralizing 
effects of fluoride ions, making it an effective treatment, particularly for vulnerable 
populations such as children and individuals with special needs.[1][2] SDF's non-in-
vasive application method and cost-effectiveness have contributed to its growing 
popularity, especially in pediatric dentistry and public health initiatives, where access 
to traditional dental care may be limited.[3][4]

SDF is recognized for its ability to halt the progression of caries and has shown 
efficacy rates of 70% to 90% in clinical studies.[5][6] The American Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) supports its use through evidence-based guidelines, 
emphasizing its role as a valuable tool in addressing early childhood caries (ECC) 
and providing a solution for patients who may be uncooperative or lack access 
to dental services.[7][8] The application of SDF does not require the mechanical 
removal of caries, allowing for a pain-free treatment option that can be crucial in 
settings where dental anxiety is prevalent.[9]

Despite its benefits, SDF's use has been met with some controversy, particularly con-
cerning its staining effects on teeth, which can deter both clinicians and patients from 
its application.[10] Additionally, regulatory limitations in certain regions, especially in 
Europe, restrict the marketing and use of SDF primarily for dentin hypersensitivity 
rather than caries management, impacting its accessibility in those areas.[11][12] 
Ongoing research continues to explore the broader potential applications of SDF, 
including its use in treating root caries in older adults and as a part of comprehensive 
preventive dental care strategies.[13]

In summary, silver diamine fluoride represents a significant advancement in dental 
health practices, offering a practical and effective solution for caries management 
while highlighting the need for continued research to fully realize its potential benefits 
across diverse populations.[14][15]

Mechanism of Action
Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) exerts its effects through a multifaceted mechanism 
that combines antibacterial properties, remineralization of dental tissues, and inhibi-
tion of organic matrix degradation. The fluoride and silver components in SDF play 
crucial roles in these processes, with their interactions contributing to its efficacy in 
managing dental caries.

Role of Silver Ions (Agz)

When SDF is applied to demineralized tooth surfaces, silver ions undergo a series 
of chemical reactions that lead to both antimicrobial effects and remineralization. 
One notable reaction is the reduction of silver ions, which results in the formation 
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of metallic silver, often visible as a black precipitate on the tooth surface[1]. Silver 
ions are known to disrupt bacterial cell membranes, particularly in species such 
as , by binding to thiol groups in proteins and nucleic acids, ultimately impairing 
essential metabolic functions[1]. Furthermore, silver interferes with key processes 
like respiration, DNA replication, and cell wall synthesis, which contributes to its 
bactericidal properties against cariogenic bacteria[2]. The phenomenon known as 
the "zombie effect" further extends the antimicrobial action of silver by allowing dead 
bacteria laden with silver to continue exerting antibacterial effects against biofilms[1].

Role of Fluoride Ions (F{)

Fluoride ions also play a significant role in the action of SDF. They interact with 
the tooth structure to promote remineralization, particularly through the formation of 
fluorapatite, a more acid-resistant mineral compared to hydroxyapatite[2]. The com-
bined action of fluoride and silver ions in SDF enhances various chemical processes, 
including the formation of calcium fluoride (CaF‚) and silver phosphate (Agƒ(PO„))[2]. 
These reactions facilitate the synthesis of fluorapatite, which strengthens the tooth 
and helps prevent further decay[2].

Combined Synergistic Effects

The combined interactions of fluoride and silver ions are believed to produce syner-
gistic effects that enhance SDF's overall efficacy in dental health. The antibacterial 
properties of both ions contribute to the prevention of dental caries by inhibiting 
the formation of cariogenic biofilms and killing cariogenic bacteria[2][3]. The release 
of silver ions provides an additional antibacterial mechanism that works alongside 
the remineralization capabilities of fluoride, ensuring a comprehensive approach to 
caries management[4]. Studies have indicated that SDF consistently outperforms 
traditional treatments in preventing and arresting both root and coronal caries, 
demonstrating higher rates of caries arrest compared to fluoride varnish and other 
treatments[5].

Current Applications
Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) is primarily used for the management of dental caries, 
especially in pediatric dentistry. It functions by inhibiting the growth of cavity-causing 
bacteria and preventing further decay, making it a valuable tool for treating early 
childhood caries (ECC) and other types of dental lesions in various populations.[6][7].

Mechanisms of Action

SDF acts through several mechanisms to protect dentin collagen, which constitutes 
approximately 90% of the organic component in dentin. It inhibits matrix metal-
loproteinases (MMPs) and reduces the activity of cysteine cathepsins, enzymes 
that contribute to collagen degradation. This action preserves the integrity of dentin 
collagen, promoting remineralization and leading to smoother, more stable surfaces 
on treated lesions compared to untreated carious dentin.[1][8].
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Clinical Use and Guidelines

Recent guidelines from the Brazilian Association of Pediatric Dentistry recommend 
SDF for children with multiple active dentin carious lesions, those who are uncoopera-
tive with traditional treatments, and patients with restricted access to dental services. 
SDF is also suggested for managing cavitated carious lesions that are challenging 
to restore, highlighting its versatility in pediatric care.[9]

In regions with limited dental care access, SDF has become increasingly popular 
due to its non-invasive nature, ease of application, and cost-effectiveness. It does 
not require the mechanical removal of caries, making it suitable for children and 
individuals with special needs.[7][10].

Limitations and Considerations

Despite its benefits, the application of SDF is subject to safety considerations and 
clinical concerns. In Europe, the use of SDF for caries management in children is 
limited due to strict regulations and its labeling primarily for dentin hypersensitivity. 
Consequently, the availability of SDF products in these regions is low, with only one 
product, Riva Star, currently on the market.[9]

Future Potential

Research continues to explore additional applications of SDF beyond caries man-
agement. It shows promise for treating root caries in older adults and may eventually 
play a role in comprehensive dental care strategies aimed at improving oral health 
outcomes across various populations. Future advancements in SDF formulations 
may also aim to minimize staining side effects while enhancing delivery methods for 
easier application.[8][4].

Potential Future Uses

Emerging Applications in Pediatric Dentistry

Silver diamine fluoride (SDF) is gaining attention not only for its current applications 
but also for potential future uses in pediatric dentistry. As it is recognized for its 
ability to halt the progression of dental caries, researchers are exploring its role 
in preventing early childhood caries (ECC) among young children aged 24 to 72 
months. A current study is evaluating the efficacy of varying concentrations of SDF 
(12%, 30%, and 38%) in managing ECC, with the 38% formulation regarded as the 
standard of care for this condition[11][12]. This shift towards preventive care signifies 
a potential paradigm change in how pediatric dental health is approached, moving 
away from traditional invasive methods.

Cost-Effectiveness and Accessibility
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SDF's cost-effectiveness is also a point of interest for future applications, par-
ticularly in low-resource settings. Traditional treatments like surgical restorations 
are often prohibitively expensive and may require advanced behavior management 
techniques, which can be burdensome for families[13][14]. SDF could serve as a 
less costly alternative, particularly in areas where dental professionals are scarce. 
Studies indicate that SDF applications have been widely implemented in public 
health systems, although there has been a noted decline in usage over the years[9]. 
Addressing this trend may enhance access to preventive care, especially for under-
served populations.

Broader Preventive Strategies

The traditional approach to treating dental caries has been criticized for its invasive 
nature and potential to perpetuate a cycle of decay through repeated procedures[15]-
[8]. In light of this, there is a growing movement toward integrating SDF within broader 
preventive strategies that encompass good oral hygiene, dietary modifications, and 
the use of sealants[2][16]. These strategies can disrupt the bacterial biofilm respon-
sible for caries development, aligning with the modern emphasis on prevention rather 
than solely relying on reparative measures.

Considerations for Further Research

Future research will be crucial in exploring the full potential of SDF, especially 
regarding its long-term efficacy and safety in diverse populations. Investigating the 
potential systemic effects and adverse reactions to SDF treatment through com-
prehensive parental feedback and clinical follow-ups is essential for validating its 
use[11][12]. This ongoing investigation will also inform public health policies and 
treatment protocols, ensuring that SDF can be optimized as a preventive tool in dental 
care.

Safety and Efficacy
Silver diamine fluoride (SDF) has gained recognition for its efficacy in arresting 
dental caries, particularly in vulnerable populations such as children and those with 
special needs. Clinical studies indicate that SDF is effective in 70% to 90% of 
treated teeth, with increased effectiveness noted upon reapplication at predeter-
mined intervals.[17][18] The cumulative results from several randomized controlled 
trials have established that SDF application at a concentration of 38% is both safe 
and efficacious for managing carious lesions.[16]

Clinical Recommendations and Guidelines

The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) has produced evidence-based 
guidelines to facilitate practitioners in the application of SDF. These guidelines are 
aligned with standards developed by the National Academy of Medicine and are 
intended to offer clear recommendations for clinicians.[13] Important aspects include 
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obtaining informed consent that highlights the expected staining of treated lesions 
and the need for potential reapplications for effective disease control.[19]

Application Protocol

SDF does not require operative intervention prior to application, which simplifies 
its use in clinical settings. It is recommended that patients be protected during 
application using plastic-lined bibs and glasses, and that SDF be administered using 
plastic dappen dishes to avoid corrosion of glass and metal materials.[19] Monitoring 
the arrest of carious lesions is advisable after a 2-4 week period, with reapplication 
considered based on the patient's caries risk and disease activity levels.[19]

Adverse Reactions and Safety Profile

The safety profile of SDF is largely positive, with no severe pulpal damage reported. 
However, caution is advised, particularly avoiding application on exposed pulps. 
While minor side effects such as tooth and gum pain, swelling, and transient bleach-
ing have been noted, these are generally considered to be uncommon.[20] Notably, 
studies suggest that staining caused by SDF application may fade over time without 
significant long-term effects.[2][20] The serum concentration of fluoride following SDF 
application is reported to pose little toxicity risk, remaining below the Environmental 
Protection Agency's oral reference dose in adults.[19]

Public Health Initiatives
Silver diamine fluoride (SDF) has emerged as a promising tool within public health 
initiatives aimed at addressing oral health disparities, particularly in underserved 
communities. The application of SDF is recognized for its effectiveness in preventing 
and arresting dental caries, which is particularly beneficial for individuals from low-so-
cioeconomic backgrounds who often face barriers to accessing quality oral health 
care services[21][22].

Integration into Community Programs

SDF's incorporation into community dental health programs has shown significant 
positive outcomes. For instance, integrating SDF into school-based dental programs 
has been linked to a 23% increase in the number of patients served, while concur-
rently decreasing treatment time by 53% and labor costs by 45%[23]. Such outcomes 
highlight SDF's utility in making dental care more efficient and accessible, particularly 
for children in need.

Addressing Oral Health Disparities

Research indicates that the lack of awareness, knowledge, and access to oral 
health care remains a critical issue among underserved populations[24]. SDF can 
potentially bridge this gap by providing a cost-effective and low-stress treatment 
option for young children, especially those with special healthcare needs, anxiety, or 
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other challenges that complicate traditional dental care approaches[16]. The painless 
application process of SDF further enhances its appeal as a viable solution for 
improving oral health outcomes in these vulnerable groups[16].

Recommendations from Public Health Authorities

Public health organizations, such as the Community Preventive Services Task Force, 
advocate for strategies like the fluoridation of community water sources and the 
implementation of school-based dental sealant programs to reduce dental caries 
in children[25]. Additionally, resources from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) support the integration of preventive measures, including SDF, 
into public health policies to address the significant burden of dental caries in at-risk 
populations[25][26].

Future Directions

The ongoing implementation and evaluation of SDF in public health initiatives sug-
gest a pathway to significantly enhance oral health among populations traditionally 
underserved. As awareness and acceptance of SDF grow, especially within Medicaid 
programs and dental education, it is anticipated that its application will become more 
widespread, ultimately improving oral health equity across various demographics[-
27][28][29].
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